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Marion Hughitt Discusses the Growth of the Great Inland
Empire Following Building of Railroads

WINNING THE WEST BY WORK
I

By JAMES B 3IORROW
Stiff Correspondence Hie Washington HeaM

Chicago March 12 The projectors
dauntless men for tho time with a
freakish dream they were to vitalize into-

a Qie doubtful villagers of
Chicago they would build the road to-

ward the banks of tho Mississippi
across the uninhabited prairies

to a point near the lead mines of Ga
lena and Dubuque over the river in
Iowa

It was eleven years baforo the
the route was fully mapped and com-

pleted The engineer who directed the
work was given 3j60 a day for his ex
pert services From Chicago to Elgin
fortytwo mllesin distance the road was
made of yollow pine rails six Inches
square spiked to the ties on which there
were a thin ribbon of oak and an iron

two and a half Inches In width
and throefourths of an inch in thick-
ness

Such was the problematical and diff-
icult beginning of what is known today-
as the Chicago and Northwestern Rail-
way System with its 10000 miles of main
track In nine opulent States and a 20

000000 passenger station that will be
soon ready for business Samuel J Til
den Jay Gould and Russell Sage were
one after the other directors of the cor-
poration Marvin Hughttt is now pres-
ident He was ten years of age when
the chief engineer at 250 a day sur
veyed the line from Chicago to Galena

ZIcKinlcy Consulted 111m

If William McKinley wanted sound
opinions on the railroad question he sent
for Marvin Hughitt So did Mr Roose-

velt There was a conviction at the
White House during the administrations-
of both Presidents that Marvin Hughltt
would novel suggest or argue anything
that was Injurious to the public inter-
est But Mr Hughltts most intimate
comrade in political life was Mark
Hanna He wrote Hanna so early as
1894 that McKinley as the high priest
of prosperity ought to be nominated
President Afterward he put his advice
into the more advantageous form of un
obtrusive work and quiet negotiation I

Outwardly a stern man Mr Hughitt j

has the brown and twinkling eye of
Hanna and a rare quality of wit that
makes him the best ef companions
Among his friends he occasionally offers
a quaint observation concerning the
wordy output of certain oracles Be-

hold he will say on reading how farm-
ers should farm hens lay eggs and worn j

en bring up their children Solomon has j

again spoken
Working in silence ha never writes

articles for print or deliver addresses
Mr33ughJiJ presiflent has

his main track two and a half times
and the revenues of his traffic corre
spondingly He is one of the really groat i
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railway managers of Amerioa Better
stilt he has within the law and has
treated the people up and down hie road
decently and justly

Strategy Is Tried
I was notified that he would moet roe

with dignity and courtesy but that he
would lose hie voice when he discovered
mo to be a professional interviewer
Therefore I tried strategy confessed
when the conversation was over blurring
my errand as well as I could and talking
McKinley and Hanna So the gates of
speech were opened and I found a human
and friendly personality-

I was in Washington on business he
said and on receiving a note from
President McKinley called at the White
House and spent the evening Referring-
to his plans the President spoke of his
prospective visit to Buffalo that he might
give a day to the exposition I protested
saying You appear to think all the
cranks are dead or have moved to another
country In which belief you are sadly
mistaken Your friends are distressed at
the unnecessary personal risks you take
and when they learn of your intentions
will jeln me In begging you to stay away
from Buffalo and the exhibition

Mr McKinley laughed at my fears
Lifting his hands as high as his head to
give the deprecation of jesture to what
was said ho exclaimed r am safe I
assure you No one would think of doing
any harm to the President of the United
States I never saw him again

Knew William H Seward
The first important public man with

whom you were acquainted I remarked
was William Henry Seward to whom

you carried telegraph messages as a
boyThat

Is so Mr Hughltt replied Mr
Seward after serving two terms as gov-
ernor of New York returned to Auburn
where he practiced criminal and patent
law I was a very young boy at the
time of course My family soon after-
ward moved to Chicago and I didnt see
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Mr Seward again until I was a man of
twentythree and the trainmaster and su
perintendent of what is now known as
the Chicago and Alton Railroad While
on his way from the Chicago convention-
to Springfield whore he was to pay his
respects to Abraham Lincoln who had
defeated him for the Presidential nomi
nation Mr Seward stopped at

whore I lived and had dinner at the
depot restaurant I spoke to him and he
recognised me at once seeming pleased-
to know that I was reasonably prosper
ous and successful

When did you learn telegraphy-
Oh I it up a letter at a time

while carrying messages In Auburn Then-
I went to the capital of the State and
was an operator for tho New York
Albany and Buffalo ElectroMagnetic
Telegraph Company which had a single
wire from 9 Wall street up the Hudson
through Poughkcepsie aid Troy thence
westward by way o Schenectady Utica
Rome and Rochester to Buffalo If
were at a key I could give the old
telegraphers call for every office on the
line

Enters Railroad Office
When I was seventeen years old my

father brought his family to Chicago and
I found employment with the Illinois and
Mississippi Telegraph Company There
were only three commercial operators in
the city in those days and I was one of
thorn In 1S57 I was then twenty years
of went to Bloomlngton where as
I told you I met Mr Seward As super
intendent and general superintendent of
the Illinois Central Railroad I had an
active put in sending troops to the South

Blooming-
ton
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during the civil war Being young and
slender and rather short In stature I
looked like a boy but I could do a long
and hard days work in keeping our war
trains in motion Alter service with tho
Chicago Milwaukee and St Paul road I
went to the Pullman Palace Car Com
pany as general superintendent but I
didnt keep the position very long-

I had known George M Pullman back
In my days at Bloomington He then
owned a single sleeping car and operated
It over the road of which I was train
master Indeed the oar was nothing
mora than one of the crude day coaches

¬

¬

without any hindrance whatever to the
running of our numerous trains In a
Jarge way covering the continent almost
work of a similar charaoter was con
tinued for years until now we see the
finished evolution and the finest system
of railways in the world What has been
done has been done quietly privately In
a sense and the people have not realized
the mighty proportions of tho task And
all the while lands have been increasing-
In value and waste places have been
made populous and fruitful Aij a human
achievement physiclal financial and In
tellectual there Is no match in matters

¬

¬

BELIEVES IN PROSPERITY OF THE COUNTRY

r

MARVIN HUGHITT
Head of great railway system In the Northwest

of the period At night boards would
be laid across two seats for the mat
tress and bedding Still it was a sleep-
ing ear and one of the mechanical won
ders of the generation Mr Pullman had
been a cabinet maker at Albion N Y
and while a young man moved build
tags large and small when the State
began to widen the Erie Canal His
business In Chicago was to raise houses

Citys Grade Is Raised
The ground on which the city was

built being low and fiat the grade was
ultimately elevated about seven feet I
think It happened therefore that one
had to do a lot of walking up and

In almost every street old houses
being on one grade and new houses on
another Mr Pullman I recollect raised
the Fremont Hotel without Interfering
with the cooking or the coming and go
ing of tho guests When I left his pal
ace car company in 1872 although the
socalled palaces were rather shabby
and few compared with the present
equipment I came to the Chicago and
Northwestern Railway as general super-
intendent I was general manager four
years later and then vice president Since
1887 I have been president

What did the railways get for haul
Ing freight In tho early days of your
service I asked

Our charges were 2 7M cents per ton
per mile Now the average is 45 of a
cent which Includes coarse freight at a

rate and highclass freight at a
rate that is dearer The reduction of
tho transportation charges in this coun
try the mooning of the reduction to
the American people in the settling of
vast areas that were inaccessible except
by hard and perilous Journeys in horse
and ox vehicles and the physical work
of building present system of na-

tional railways is one of the most stu
pendous achievements In human history-
It should be remembered that the work
was performed by Individuals who took
tho Initiative and supplied the money
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Added to Rations Value
I have often wondered what would

have happened if the government had
undertaken forty years ago to do what
man has attempted and carried through
successfully Just reflect upon the work
for a moment Railroads were built of
course In the expectation that they
WTJuId be profitable to the owners but
the men who had land and the men who
bought land most of whom were poor
have made Infinitely more than
else The construction of the roads in
tho first place was a hazardous and tre-

mendous project Since then without
aid order or direction the roads

have been entirely rebuilt at a cost that
would have terrified tho business giants
of Boston New York and Philadelphia-
a generation ago Light vehicles and
engines have given place to cars that
will t rry fifty tons of merchandise
apiece and to locomotives that seem to
be the finality In power and weight of
everything on wheels Meanwhile of
course heavier rails were laid and
stronger bridges thrown across gullies
and streams Yet throughout the era of
reconstruction the roads have kept up
with the countrys growing traffic and
business of no kind has suffered through
Irregular or Inadequate facilities for
transportation

A group of Patel engineers who vis-

ited Chicago expressed a wish to see our
terminals I told were In a bad
tangle because our tracks were being
elevated thirteen feet the center of
the city practically to the suburbs When
they returned to my office they said they
were amazed to find the work going on

anyone
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purely material for the work of the
railroad men of the United States

Xo Opposition There
Was public opinion hostile to railroads

In your early days I Inquired
My memory goes back to the time

when every one was calling loudly for
railroads and the sooner they were built
the better The advantages of transport-
ation were obvious Of what value were
crops if they could not be hauled to mar-
ket Riding past the abandoned farms
of New England In my automobile I
have tried to speculate about the
that would have occurred in our history
as a people had the Pilgrims landed at
the mouth of tho Potomac River Instead
of on Plymouth Rock I once asked a
forlornlooking farmer In New

why he didnt experiment with
chickens in his dreary efforts to make a
living Chickens he said in disgust

can I compete with Iowa that
sends dressed poultry In refrigerator cars
to all the hotels of the White Moun-
tains

The modern instrumentalities of trans
portation Mr Hughitt went on to say
are almost magical in their operations

Fruit from California Is eaten at the
fartherest point of our Eastern seacoast
The minors of the Rocky Mountains are
wearing shoes made near Boston When

was a telegraph operator in Chicago
wagons and boats were still the freight
carriers of tho nation New York had
dug the Erie Canal to make a slow and
primitive opening Into the West Freight
age at once fell from 100 a ton to 70
cents a hundred Five absurd little roads
were built along tho canal and united
Into a single line and the legislators at
Albany fearing disastrous competition
with the waterway owned by the State
attempted to increase the rates of rail
transportation At that time an empire
locked away from the Atlantic Ocean
and tho navigable rivers awaited the
emigrant with his ax plow and sickle
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People Were Liberal
Thus all men wanted railroads and

In the universal need and desire the peo-
ple In many instances in the light of the
present were overliberal This State for
example gave an Imperial domain 2600
050 acres of land as rich as the Nile
Valley In a sweep several miles wide on
either side ot its right of the
Illinois Central Railway Company Un-
doubtedly the public granted too much
and undoubtedly the builders of railways
demanded more than was reasonable or
just fiie building of an empire had
begun Immigrants were coming across
tha ocean In ships and Now England was
emptying Its best blood Into the bound
less West The country lost sight of
proportions It became prodigal with
heap gifts that were soon to be of
princely And yet who have
profited the more the people or the rail
roads Wher0 there were swamps we
now have cities The solitude of a
wilderness booms today with in
dustry I have lived to see forests turned
into farms and wolfinhabited prairies
given over to profitable husbandry Two
great national pictures are In my mind
my eyes have looked on both today and
yesterday

How and when did opposition to rafi
roads begin I asked

It started through various granger
movements when the prices of farm
crops were ruinously low and produc-
tion far exceeded demand The discour
aged agriculturist in a sod house with
plenty to eat i is true but burning his
corn as fuel fecause there was no sale
for grain looked about him for something
to hit In his isolation seeing the rail
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way its engines and empty cars and
nothing else he wildly struck in that di
rection My associates have always said
that I am an optimist I neither deny
nor confirm their accusation However-
I have never believed that tho people at
bottom were antagonistic to our rail-
roads The abuses of tho railways were
condemned and that was right but the
abuses were the fruitage of conditions
which were logical In human nature and
the events

Built to Promote Welfare
It must be borne in mind that in the

vast railways were built to promote the
the weltare of localities Baltimore and
Philadelphia competing with each other
went into tho transportation business
Cincinnati built a line of its own into tho
South as a measure of commercial de-

fense against Louisville On all sides
centers of trade and Industry were fight
ing either for selfpreservation or ulti-
mate supremacy The war between com-

munities the accepted principle that
large customers should buy freightage
as well as merchandise at a cheaper
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rate than small customers and the say
age competition among tho railroads
themselves for traffic led naturally to
the practice of giving rebates of re
funding part of the money paid for car
rying commodities-

So there was an Immoral sldo to the
railway problem I have spoken of the
physical transformation worked out
gradually but boldly in tracks bridges
and equipment Alongside of It in all
the struggle and strain of that monu-
mental accomplishment there has been
an ethical evolution a correction of con
duct and the rejection of standards
that wore formerly thought to bo neces-
sary and defensible until one shipper
has no more privileges secret or public
than another Rebating has stopped ab
solutely No more passes are given
Moreover It Is my belief that during all
the progress of tho railways to a better
state moral and physical the people have
been friendly rather than hostile

rio Financial Fears
Do any serious financial problems

trouble the minds of railway managers-
at this time

None that I konw of I think money
can be obtained for needed branches ex
tensions and other improvements The
only matter of grave concern relates to
legislation We have laws enough There-
is danger that the national government
will cross the line of regulation and at-
tempt to participate in actual manage-
ment When that occurs the country I

should buy the railways and if that ever
happens tho subsequent chaos and in j

competency will be appalling In my
pinion the railways should have tho ex
elusive power of fixing the rates of trans-
portation When a rate is too high It
ought to be challenged and the dispute I

settled by the Interstate Commerce Com-
mission The claim that rates are dear
because railways are greatly overcapl
talizcd is groundless Besides rates are

ways of the country could not bo dupli-
cated for tho market value of their out
standing securities

Another danger is the possible con-
flict between the government at Wash
ington and the various States rail
way regulation a State saying Go
ahead with your Issue of bonds and
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stocks and Washington saying Stop
the local authorities have no right
to Interfere when a road Is engaged in
transporting interstate commerce In
such an event there would be perplexity
stagnation and loss Consequently
prudence and wisdom are now essential
for the continuation of sound business
conditions

Believe in Regulation
I believe in railroad regulation Mr

Hughitt continued to say In order
among other things that unjust discrim
ination may be prevented between cen-
ters of business and competing zones
which market their products in the same
places Railways you understand de-
sire to build up general business in the
regions through which they oporato
Kansas City battling for the same mar
ket with Chicago might complain that
Its rates on outward freights were exces
sive There are discriminations and un
just discriminations The latter should
pot be tolerated Then the public ought
to be assured that the bonds or shares
put out by a railway are actually for
permanent Improvements In short there
should be a rational supervision of the
railroads of the country but no tinker
Ing with their management

Should mechanics clerks merchants
farmers and professional men invest
their surplus funds in railway securi
tiesI

think so Information about our
railways should be made so free and open
by law that anybody could easily ascer-
tain what stocks and bonds were of un-
questioned value We have 8000 share
owners I wish we had 50000

The question Is getting hackneyed I
know but why Is living so dear I
asked

LanE Was Cheap Then
When I was In Bloomington land was

worth about 4 an acre Mr Hughitt re-
plied William W the Wash
ington banker who financed the Mexican
war owned Immense tracts of rich prairie
that could have been purchased at that
figure I have owned farms ever since-
I was sixteen years old At Bloomington
I had eighty acres of land and sold my
crop of corn for ten cents a bushel Pork
was less than three cents a pound Cat-
tle were equally cheap In price Improved
farms in that region today sell for 175
an acre and even more Pigs are a legal
tender in Chicago at nine cents a pound
Corn is 70 cents a bushel

For 1500 miles west of tidewater there
has been a similar overturning of former
conditions Farmers cannot pay from 83
to 200 an acre for land and grow pork
beef and grain at antediluvian quotations-
I do not say the facts I am stating dis
pose of the question concerning the dear
cost of living but they are to be con-
sidered in any analysis of the present
situation

Meanwhile the habits of the people
have changed When living at Blooming-
ton I had a couple of pigs a cow a
chicken yard and a vegetable garden
So did other villagers In all parts of the
country No one unless he resided In a
city ever thought of going to the store
for potatoes eggs butter or milk Most
men raised their own meat Nowadays
villagers buy everything they eat How
ever I am sure there is no real scarcity-
of food We throw enough to feed
a country In Europe Land is wasted and
likewise are Its products

If we lived as economically as do the
Frenchmen the Germans the Italians or
the Dutch thom would be more money
In our savings banks and we would look
every bit as hearty and feel just as
well

iCbtsnidit 1SIO by Junes B HorroirO
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Dr Charles D Walcott a Trained Geologist Proves a Great
Organizer in the Smithsonian Institution

MIND IN BIG TASK
f

MASTER

By CHARLOTTE Mi CONGER
The Secretary of the Smithsonian Insti-

tution Dr Charles D Walcott was born
in New YorK Mills hustllng town of
the Empire State famous for Its fine cot-
ton and Its line men The secretary re-

ceived a letter from one of the oldest in
habitants of his birthplace not long ago
saying his correspondent was moved to
write through seeing a photograph of
him In a technical Journal which so re-

sembled Dr Walcotts father that he Im-

mediately recognized it as a picture of his

sonThe
old gentleman went on to tell of his

th
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CAPABLE STUDENT AND EXECUTIVE

experience In seeking a position in the
cotton mills and of an interview he had
with their president tho senior Walcott
who was placed in this important position
when ho wag scarcely thirtyfour years
old Had he lived Mr Walcott would
doubtless have eft his son a millionaire
for he was already started on the road to
wealth when he died a comparatively
young the gods dispose

Had Charles Walcott been so unfortu
nate as to have inherited great wealth
his genius might have remained bottled
up forever and the world the poorer
thereby for he is not only a conspicuous
figure in scientific circles but an efficient
and Inspiring official and a publicspirited
man who has done much for the develop-
ment and advancement of science and al
lied subjects In this country Dr Wal
cotts brilliant father died however when
his son was a mere lad and left him little
save a splendid physique and a fine brain
the best Inheritance he could have be-
queathed for they have helped his son
to an interesting helpful and successful
career

Begins ns Geologist
By taste training and profession Dr

Walcott Is a geologist Ho began his
preparations for a career in this science
while he was still a toddler and hoarded
up pretty stones in childish fashion
which he separated and arranged in a
fashion not childish Then ho began col-

lecting bugs butterflies any attractive
thing that came his way and between
the ages of thirteen and twenty ho made-
a collection of fossils of Central New
York which contained many new

and a number of valuable trilObites
showing for the first time their whole
anatomy This collection compelled wide
spread attention andthe young collector
finally sold it to Prof Agasslz for the
Museum of Comparative Geology at Cam
bridge

Recognition from such an authority
fired the lads enthusiasm and he decided
to carry with his own hands the precious
treasure to his great colleague He was
moved to this decision not alone because-
It offered an opportunity to visit Agassis
but because he was unwilling to trust to
untried and unsympathetic perhaps car-
riers his cherished collection He had
planned too to remain under Prof Agas
sizs instruction for three years at least
but the death of the master prevented
this and he accepted instead position-
on the staff of Prof James Hall State
geologist of New York where he estab
lished such a reputation for conscientious
and brilliant work that when the Geo
logical Survey was removed from the con
trol of the Smithsonian and formed Into
a separate bureau Its first director Clar-
ence King appointed Mr Walcott as as-

sistant geologist In the same year
advanced to the position of paleon-

tologist In charge of the Invertebrate and
three later he was made chief pa-
leontologist His appointment as

In 1SS3 Included a general direction
of the branches of geology and paleon-
tology

Director of the Survey
So he climbed step by stop leading

his associates in their common work un
til upon the retirement of Prof Powell
In 1S94 he was appointed to the director-
ship of the survey His connection with
the survey proved Dr Walcott to be
something more than a stratigraphic
geologist worthy of the Blgsby medal
and of decorations from great universities
and scientific societies It proved him an
allround man a man of catholic tastes

broad culture and a marvelous or
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ganizer and Inspired administrator
the organization is his creed

The personnel Is valuable only as It con
tributes to the organization-

It makes no difference about you
he would say when his subordinates
In the Geological Survey came to
him with complaints or about me It
is the organization that counts and
whenever Jt to a question between-
us and the welfare of the organization-
we must yield to the organization This
is the reason why he is such a marvel
in his Ijne why he has been able to do
and do so well an amount of work that

comes
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DR CHARLES D WALCOTT
Secretory of the Smithsonian Institution

would bury half a dozen men of ordi-
nary caliber

In the decade prior to 1S97 the work
and collections t f Smithsonian and
National Museum had grown to an extent
that cannot be appreciated by those not
in touch with those institutions during
that period Their scope bad been gradu
ajjy enlarged through new bequests and
for other reasons the demands upon then
had multiplied Many collections and
other objects intended for exhibit had
been stored away for years In their
original packings yet there was no pos
sibility for increase of Space until a

adequate building was available and
it was impossible under the then existing
conditions for the personnel to cover the
work for the increase of the force was
In no way commensurate with the

ofthe work
Killed liy Ovemrork

The assistant secretary Prof Goode
one of the most devoted servants the in-

stitution has ever had died from overwork
and others were failing under the stress
laid upon them This condition came
about naturally hecauseof the enoVnous
growth in all departments and the spring
ing up springing up one
might say of new departments The
staff itself each member absorbed in His
own specialty hardly realized Mow

the Institution was expanding In 1897

affairs came to an impasse
The condition t at that time suggested

the disordered mass of silks given to the
young girl of the fairy tale to straighten
out and thus prove her industry pa-

tience and perseverance The poor
maiden It will be remembered failed to
accomplish her task but her protecting
fairy appearing at the critical moment
touched it with her magic wand and the
tangle was at once converted Into orderly
skeins

Much the same thing happened at the
Smithsonian and offshoot the mu
seum In the crisis of 1857 and Dr Wal
oott was the good fairy who brought or-

der out of the confusion As
curator of the department of paleontol
ogy the present secretary had been con-

nected with the museum for a number
of yrs and was well known to tilE
secretary Mr Langley and all the mem-
bers of his staff who recognized him as-
a genius In organizing He was the man
they felt who could relleve the pressure
dispel the congestion and bring order out
of disorder

Organized Carnegie Institute
But he was already weighted down

with work The organization of the Ge
ological Survey under his competant di
rection has been brought to the highest
state Its machinery was all In place
its wheels WfeHed oiled and It ran smooth-
ly enough Its direction however was
no small task added to this Dr
Walcott engaged in organizing the
Carnegie Institute but in response

Invitation from the secretary and the
of regents he consented to accept

the temporary1 direction of the museum
under the title of acting assistant sec-
retary of the institution for
this latter institution Is the custodian of
the National Museum which Js

by appropriations from Congress and
not from the Income of the fund left by
John SmIthson

The Smithsonian Institution however
controls the museum and its affairs aro
directed by its secretary Dr Walcptt
consented to thus add to his burdens and
responsibilities from a high s e of
loyalty to the scientific Interests of the
country and as a good citizen ambitious
for the nations advancement in all edu I
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cational lines and he persevered in the
work until It was accomplished

It is natural that recognizing his po-

sition In the scientific world his ability
as an organizer and an executive and
their debt to him the board of regents of
the Smithsonian Institution should upon
Mr Langleys death offer him the posi-

tion of secretary of the institution a title
by the way that hardly gives an ade
quate idea of the dignity influence and
importance of the office Briefly the
secretary of the Smithsonian Institution Is
the executive officer of the board of re
gents the governing body of the InsUtu
tion The board of regents is com
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posed of two members of the establish-
ment the Vice President of the United
States and its Chief Justice are in

of their office members of the board
three members of the Senate three mem
bers of the House of Representatives and
six citizens no two of whom may be
from the same State though two must be
residents of Washington

line Important Duties
The presiding officer of the board of re

gents is the chancellor of the establish-
ment who is elected by the board from
among their own number This office has
Invariably been held by the Vice Presi
dent or the Chief Justice The board also
elects Its secretary whose duties corre-
spond to those of director In other Insti-
tutions The tabllshment mentioned
above refers to the Smithsonian Institu-
tion which is a corporation or establish-
ment created by the act of Congress ap-

proved August 10 ISiS Its statutory
members are the President the Vice
President and Chief Justice of the United
States and the Presidents Cabinet

Its duties are the supervision of the
affairs of the institution and the advice
and Instruction of the board of regents
Since Its creation in 1S46 the establish-
ment has held less than a dozen meetings
so that Its duties are not particularly on
erous The board of regents average four
meetings a year and its executive commit-
tee quarterly meetings The reel work
of the Institution is directed by the secre-
tary who Is elected for life who is an
autocrat accountable to no one save the

of regents with large funds to din
and with immeasurable influence-

In the world of
The chief has been made

of the administration of the Smithsonian
Institution is that its secretaries have
been specialists Its first secretary was
an ardent physicist his successor Prof
Baird was as ardent a naturalist while
Dr Walcotts immediate predecessor was
like Prof Henry a physicist who

the latter part of his life to work-
ing out a flying machine which made
several flights and had Its inventor lived
to fplly develop his theories It would
doubtless have proved a complete success

Capable in Many Lines
Dr Walcott Is it Is true a geologist

but he comes very near being a Jack
ofallsclences and good at all for like
Franklin he does not limit himself to
one line but has interests as broad as
the world His chief joy in life Is ge
ology his pet fad the fauna of the Cam-
brian rocks He handles a bit of store
bearing the Impression of a trilobite with
much the same feeling that a gem

fingers his diamonds emeralds
and rubies and It Is to be inspired with
his own enthusiasm to have him point
out the rock formations in photographs

by his own camera directed by

He has made wonderful pictures of the
Rockies great fields of snow
along great glaciers work
ing in and out among them and he talks
eloquently or their stately charm But
the peaceful scenes snapped In Southern
California the wonderful flowers more
vivid In coloring more eccentric In shape
than those in any other part of the
world move him to equal eloquence The
old Spanish buildings Indeed appeal to
every one with an artistic or poetic
sense and they so appealed to Dr Wal
cott that he had built his Washington
home in the same style

This Interesting house is perched on
one of the highest points at the edge of
town with an abrupt fall of nearly
twenty feet to the street below to which
terraces and cleverly constructed steps
give access an arrangement that recaPs
in a slight way tho steps on the Piazza
di Spagna in Rome which lead to the
Church of Trlnata dl Monte and Dr
Walcott must have this charming
bit of architecture In mind when he
suggested the treatment of this sudden
fall of ground which was a subject of
embarrassment to the engineers having
the improvement of that part of the city
in hand

House of Odd Color
The house of that curious pink that one

sees In the stuccoed buildings of the Med
iterranean ports overlooking the terraced

picturesque descent with its back
ground of woods and clear blue sky might
be a bit of Italy or dug up and
transplanted here

While geology Is his first and best love
Mr Waleott lies a keen Interest in all
the other ologles In the dictionary Arch-
aeology ethnology anthropology and the
sciences with other endings and

interest him as well and he recog
place in a great museum and

In the educational scheme of the
To show how unbiased Dr
was asked when the project of a new
museum was first broached In Congress
which he would rather have a new build-
Ing for the Geological Survey at that time
almost bursting out of the rented quar-

ters it occupies or a new building for
the museum

He gave his answer without hesitancy-
a new museum by all means The educa
tional Interests needed it and such a
building would give a new Impetus to the
study of science awaken a new interest
The money was finally appropriated the
building Is finished but those who regard
its noble exterior enjoy its various col-

lections and carry on their work of re
search or Investigation within Us walls
will never appreciate what It cost In

perseverance tact diplomacy ac
tual battles with stubborn Congressmen
who are ever anxious to subordinate na

interests to those of their own dis

But a man who passed his boyhood dig
ging in the earth for fossils Is not apt to
yield his will to stubborn Congressmen
nor to be turned from his purpose by
their seaming indifference Slowly but
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